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@ Y departure from this place, immediately 
upon the Receipt of your Letter of the 
Nineteenth paſt, hindred me from re- 
turning you an Anſwer ; and I was chen 
preparing my ſelf for the lictle Sally I 
have made outinto Holland, having no 
more time left me then was juſt neceſſay 
toexecute my deſign ; we nave effected it 
very happily , andif the Thaw had nor come juſt at that time, 
we had certainly burnt the Hague , as done perhaps ſomething 
elſe ; we onely failed in point of the ſeaſon, of which we are 
not Maſters : - We are come, and perhaps you have already 
heard, from viſiting the Enemies Camp at Bodegrave, where 
we forced Five Regiments of Foot our of the Village of Swam- 
anerdam, which was an incomparable Poſt, and mighr hai e 
held good againſt a whole Army 3 afterwards we made our 
felves Maſters of the Fort of Niverbrong, a Peice of Fortifica- 
tion the Prince of orange ſpent all the laſt Summer inmaking 
and of, I know nor, hom many other Works and Paliſadoes, 
the Enemy had made upon the fame Dike : Andall this coſt us 

not above 40 or 50 Men, 
We have burnt the Town of Zodegrave, confiſting of 500 
Houſes, that of Swammerdam of abour 400 Huuſes ; and all 
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the other Buildings on both fides che Dike, from Niverbrug , 
as far as Goudeſluys 3 the people thereabours ſay there are 3co0 
Houſes deſtroyed ; for my parc I do not believe ſo many, bur | 
I dare affure you 2cooat the leaſt, in which numbec were ſeve- 
ral that mighc. be called little Caſtles , and all of them well 
furniſhed with Goods and Houſholdſtuff; ſo that upon eſtima- 
tion, the loſs will be found co amount to avety great ſum of 
Money. We have burnc beſides, Thirty two large Veflcls 
laden with Cheeſe, Butter, Strong-Waters, Wheatr, and ſuch 
like Proviſions : Ot Five Frigats wefound there, we burac 
two, and brought away the reſt; rogether with Twenty Pieces 
of .Cannon, Twelve Braſs and Eight Iron, that were in the 
Fort, ' 
— This is the greateſt part of what we did in this Expediri- 
on, where every one behaved himſelf ſo well, that a Poor 
as in cheif 1s not like to gainmuch Honor by the oc- 
caſion. 

We marched Nineteen hours a footin the Thaw 3 where 
our Horſes could not go, ſeveral of our company fell in up 
to the Neck, and amongſt others Monſieur de Bopflot., and 
the Marqueſs de Coeunres, Lieutenant Colonel Doxeles 
his adventure was ſomething extraordinary , for flippin q 
into the Ice, his feet happily roucked the Ground, and bh 
bounded up again with ſo much force, that he broke the Ice 
with his head four paces from the place where he fell in, and 
ſo was drawn out at the ſame hole he had made with his head. 
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RELATION 


Of what paſſed in the Expedition at Swam- 


1 


| merdam, Bodegrave,Cc. in Holland. 


| He Duke of Luxemburgh having re- 
. S d EST ſolved ſome time — mn 
SSRH-IA ſome confiderable Enterprize as 
PA 7 ſoon as the Ice would give him 
leave to paſs the Waters the Coun- 
trey lies under, and obſerving it to 
freeze. three days together, to- 
| "SJ ©! wards the latter end of Decexber, 
ſent Orders to all places in his Government, for the ſend- 
ing 300 men out of every Regiment; which was accor- 
dingly done, and that number drawn out of the Regiments 
of Picardy, Piemont, Navarre, Normandy, Champagne, Aw- 
verge, Caftelnan, Lionnois 5 out of Hamilton's, —_ 
and $toxp's Regiments of Swiſſes, and all the other Bodies 
of Foot, with 200 Dragoons, The 27, in the morning. after 
he had: beard Maſs with his Officers ,. he parted for Woers 
den, which was the place appointed for the Rendezvous, 
where he arrived the ſame day',: and went'from thence 
again about 11. of the clock that night; marching with his 
Forces in order. of. Battel as mueh: as the ground -would 
ſufter chem , alonig two Dikes',- making every tnan keef 
his. Rank exadtly,/ from the Meſire de Camp to the nom 
8aldier; after alittle while they paſſed over a great Canal, 
that was not well froze over, where three Horſes: agd one 
Valet: fell m_- and whereas tfty marched 'before on two 
Dikes,:-they were then forced to march-only _ 
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They continued their march till two hours after noon, 
upon the water 'frozen over. Near Swammerdam they 
came to two Canals, where the Enemy had broke theIce 
which obliged them to make ready inſtantly two Bridges 

* topaſs over the Army, which conſiſted. of gooo men, being 
all. Foot, not ſo much as one Officer, nor the General him- 
ſelf had a Horſe. Here he made an halt for an hour and 
half, to give the Soldiers leave to dry themſelves a little, 
for they were moſt of them wet, and their Officers too, 

* many of them having fallen into the Canalls, and all ge- 
nerally inconvenienced with the water, cauſed by a great 
Thaw, which beganas ſoon as they went: from Woerder, a 
great Snow falling, and continuing all night, and all the 
nextday, ſo that the water, where ſhalloweſt, was up to - 
he middletegi Being gotten within'a- quarter of a league 
of Swammerdam, upon the Dike of Holand, news was 
broight them, that the Enemy intended to oppoſe theg# 
progreſs, which obliged the Duke of Luxemburgh to call 
a Councel of his principal Officers; and after he had re- 
monſtrated * unto them 1n a {tiort Diſcourſe, how eafie the 
'Deſigh was they ' were going about, conſidering the num- a> 
ber and quality of their Forces, he diſmiſſed every man to | 
his Poſt, . and gave command for the ſending out of thoſe 
Companies that were :toigive the firſt On-ſet ; the Officers 
giving all hopes that they would acquit themſelves brave- 
ly, of that Employ. The Count de Saulx led on the firſt 
Party that -was drawn out, confifting of 40 Grenadiers, 
who were commanded by Monſteur Capeſ#az, Captain Gre- 
nadier of the ſame Regiment, Theſecond Party was con- 
ducted by the Marqueſs de Maul, : confifting of the like 
number of. Grenadiers of the Regiment of Prcardy, under 
the command of Captain Bargade, Captain Grenadier. 
They, marched upon two Dikes, on both ſides the great 
.Canal, the.Marqueſs de Sazlx on the: Right, and the Mar- 

queſs de Maxlly on the Left, keeping always even with one 
another, 74 BBY | 


....;They found. two or three Barricades made croſs the 
Dike, and; ſeveral Turn-pikes : But the vigour of 
the Grenadiers, and; the - continual fire. made by thoſe 
- that were to back them, opened the paſſage. Monfieur de 
Manlly went then to the Right, and Monſieur de 8«xlx 
to the Left, and were followed immediately by the Duke 
de Luxembergh with all his Domeſticks. In this order they 
advanced. as far as the Gate of 8&wammerdanm, where they 


were forcedto ſtand all the fire of the:Town, where-there 
. were 
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TFT” 
wereentrenched fiveRegimentsof Palacrey behind a great 


; Channel; they followed the Dike that ran parallel withthe 


Canal, and leddirectly to the Town, where they found the 
Draw-bridges drawn up, fo that they were fain to paſs over 
upon Planks and Hurdles; the Patty under the Command'6Ff 
the C. de $aulx, and the D. of Luxemburg, being entred the 
Town, and theRegiment of Picardy commanded by Mr. e 
Maully, that had ferch'd a compaſs farther about, ; coming 
up to'them at the ſame time; they advaneed all in a'Body, 


"with their Swords in their hands, towards the Eneiny'; 


and notwithſtanding all the fire-and reſiſtance they could 


make,” made 'themfelves Mafters of ' half the Town, which 


was divided in two by a large Canal, 'and*hard*ro paſs: 
the -Draw-bridge that joynedboth parts being broken 
dowh, the Duke de Luxemburgb*commatided the Regiment 
of Picardy to eater on the Ripht, to" charge 'them'on that 


fide, who ſhot continually at” the Afſauktets, and to faci- 


litate the making a Bridge over the Canaf, which' was ina 


ſhort time effeRed, in ſpight of all the Enemies fire,' who 


ſhot at them continually on* both ſides the Bridge, and 
from two Frigates that they hadpur Sqldiers into for the 
defence of the paſſage. As ſoon as the Bridge was made, 
they fell to boarding the Frigates, where. there were 45 
men placed, 3o of which were kill'd in'defending them, and 
thereſt taken priſoners. | Sy and 3 

* The Freach marched on to the agen ior , where 
they ranked their men 50 on a'Breaſt, and fa moved" for- 


- ward to the Church, where i Body of the-Enemy had'ens 


trench'd themſelves ; who were ſoon rotred*'by the Gres 
nadiers, and the moſt part 'of them' were killa” at_the 
Church doors, atd che reſt made priſoners.” They followetl 
their ſtroke, and'forced' the'Enemy a" good quartepoF_ a' 
league beyond* rhe Village: 'to'the Br; Sluces 'of Gout 5 
and when none of them .were left in 4ght, the Duke's 
Luxeniburg cottinindeda March to bebtaret,aridthe Army 
to takethe way*to Badegrdve, leaving rh Marquis de Genli 
with. a good Body: of mey t6;tnake th Rel ated, jeh 
command to 'burt the Frigats; and all the Ho ſes og both: 
ſides the Canal's* which was{peedily execitetf,- OS 
Ar their approach towards Bodegra9t,” new: was bibught 
that 2000 of the Enemy were gotten together, and made as if 
they intended ro make ſome tyrther reſiſtance z bur upon the 
appearance of the foremoſt Trobps', they thought fic ro with- - 
draw withour ſtriking a ſtroke. The whole Army lodged there, 
and at the ſame time ſome were ſent out ro view a _—_ 
Flank 
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- Flank of Three Redouts, which were all catticd the next 
morning: And although there were 1500 Men, and 10 pieces 
_of Artillery in the Fort, they prevented our attacking them, 
and we - encred; without reſiſtance; we placed a Garilon there , 
and ſtayed thereall the next day,” , 
- + 1, The nextnight we had adyice, that the Enemy was retired 
.w Swammerdam, and had fortified themſelves in the. Church, 
which, was left yaburnt , which obliged the Duke of Luxen- 
berg,taking with him 2c oo Men, to go dirtQly thither ; Mon- 
dieur deGenls inghe meancime making ir his bufineſs ro demg- 
liſh che Forts 4. chey purſued the Enemy as far as the Sluyces, of 
Goude, who in their Retreat broke down a Bridge over a very 
large Canal, which hindred the French from following them 
any farther , yer they ſtood and ſaw the Regiment under. the 
Command of the Marqueſs ds Meilſeray burn Thirty five of 
their Veſſels that were on the ocherfide of che Water, before 
their faces : Theſe Yeſlels. were laden with Butter, Cheeſe, 
Wheat, Flower, Salc, Strong-Waters, Wine, Beer, Powder, 
Bullecs, Match, and other Proviſions and Ammunition for the 
ſubliſtance and convenience of: the Dutch Army. 4h 
.,*, . All the Houſes and Mills for a quarter of a League from 
the Canal on boch-ſides, from- Boatgrave as far as Gow Slnys, 
are quite burnt to the Ground, the French ſerting fire co all 
things they came at in their Retreat. Tag 
The next day at Five a Clock in the morning, the whole 
Army marched away: from .Bodegrave; Lieutenant Colonel ge 
Stop, who commanded the Arriere-Garde, burnt whatever re- 


mained undeſtroyed. in the Armies way, 
.-- *Tjs ſuppoſed upon a juſt accounr, that thereavere burnt 


2000 Houles in, the. Two Yillages of Swammerdam and Bode- 

$r4ve, in other-Villages, and on the fides of the Canal, as tar 

as} > La where the Foot were embarked toreturn to Utrecht, 

with wenty Pieces of Cannon, Thirteen Braſs, and Seven 
1.6 - {5 adv} ; OC IIET 

© " The loſs, dccalioned by this Expedition, to particular per- 

ſons, .is counted -to.amaunt. roſlome Millions, and has coſt us 
| ty Men. "The Gentleman of the Horſe sothe Count 


but Twenty M 
di Sanlx was ,younded.in che Shoulder witha Musker ſhor, and 
one of his Pages inthe Thigh,' 350 of the Enemies were either 
kills, preaken priſoners...» | 
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